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BANCROFT RESPONDS TO ALLEGATIONS
FROM FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL

(Bditor:s Note: The following is frum Jatn Rahcroft, direc:zor of the
Kinssy Imstitute, in respeanse to the Sept. 6, 1995 news releas2 from the
Family Research Council regaxding its video, "The (hildren of Table 34.4)

"The Kinsey Institute has never camded aut saxual axparirsnts on
children, either during Alfred Kinsey’s time as director or since. As
stated clearly in the first Kinsey volure, published in 1948, the
informatien abaut children’s sexual respanses was obtained frem older
subjects recalling their own childhoods. parents cbserving their children
andamllmmbarotamlcmwhohadengagedinsemal contacts with
clﬁ.l@rmandsﬂ:owereincewiewedbymlswmﬁhis staff. The Kinsey

"Allegacians against Kinsey concerning this information about
children’s sexual respanses were first made in 1951 by Judith A. Reisman.
She subsequently enlarged on these ideas in a bock, written jointly wien :
fdward Eichel and published in 1990, When tha Kinsey Institut: respandad, A
Reigman filed suit in 1991 against che Kinsey Institute, then directer .
June Reinisch, and Indiana University, alleging defamation of character g
and slander. In September 1993, Reisman's lawyer withdrew fraa the case, X
and in June 1994 the court dismissed Reiswan’s case with prejudice. ol

"The same allegations abouc Kinsey’s woxk were made in a *sideo,
encitled "Dr. Kinsey and the Children of Tatle 34," released ly the Family i
Research Council in November 1994, and agair in May and most ~ecently &

"It is relevant to ask why thase people cantinue €o raise rhis issue.
Clearly they have cancemns about the effects of ses: education and they
assart that chis original informacion zbout childrm’s seaal .
cbtained from a few adulc pxigphiles, forms the basis for moderm sax

(MORE--kinsay)
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education. They apparently hope that if Kinsey and his work, carried aue
mare than 50 years ago, can be discredited, todern seo education will
its credibilicy also. :

"Kinsey believed that the evaluatian of tuman behaviar cauld not be
based on scientific inquiry alome, but thac evidance of how pasle
actually behaved should be taken into accomt. Be stxove for ojecrtivicy
in his inquiries by inswting his informents of ancymicy and by avoiding
any alue judgments of their behavior. Kinsex‘s pioneering work has o ¥
contributed to more cpen discussien of sexual issues. In several respects Diagial
his ariginal conclusians have nseded to be revised but his cormdement to a - -
more hemest appraisal of the sexual aspects of the man candition
ramains. !
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